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MESSAGE FROM MRS. HARRIS 

It is hard to believe that Spring Break begins at the end of the day this 

Friday.  The school year is just flying by and before we know it, it will be 

June! Although it seems like the school year is winding down, spring is a 

very busy time in our school. We begin the planning process for the next 

school year by looking at student performance, evaluating staffing needs, 

and reviewing a variety of pieces of information to make decisions about 

student placement. Fort Garrison’s staffing for the 2017-18 school year has 

been decreased slightly for grades 1-5 based on our projected enrollment 

of 325. Next year, we have been staffed to have 3 classes in Kindergarten, 

2 classes in grades 1, 3, 4 and 5 and 3 classes in grade 2. The remainder of 

our staffing allotment is very close to what we currently have this year.  

 

Each spring, there is considerable discussion about the placement of 

children in classes for the next school year. This is a matter we do not take 

lightly at Fort Garrison, as the staff and I will spend countless hours forming 

well-balanced classes in which all children will have the opportunity to 

learn and grow in their academic and social skills. Many factors are taken 

into consideration in this thoughtful process. Classes are organized by 

clustering students into groups based on their reading progress. We want to 

allow for flexibility within each group without having an unmanageable 

range of abilities within each class. Teacher recommendations for 

grouping are critical. Each grade level team works together to share 

information about student achievement, quality of work, level of 

independence, etc. Other factors include performance on assessments, 

student learning styles, boy/girl ratios, specific services needed (i.e., 

speech, ESOL), self-development skills, and any possible unfavorable 

student/student chemistry. As you can imagine, it is not possible to honor 

specific requests for a particular teacher or to have your child placed with 

another specific student. If you have specific information about your child 

that would be helpful as grouping decisions are made, please share it with 

your child’s classroom teacher. The more we know about our students, the 

better chance we have of making decisions to ensure that all of our boys 

and girls will continue to be successful learners in the next school year. 

Please understand that your input is not a guarantee that your child will be 
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placed in a certain class or with a specific teacher. Our first priority must be the placement of children in a 

group or class that provides the greatest opportunity for learning.  

 

A Special Thanks to the Stevenson Community Association: 

You may have noticed the beautiful new picnic table in the front of our school.  The Stevenson Community 

Association provided the funds for the new table.  We really appreciate their support of our school and needs 

that might not be affordable through our regular budget.  Our previous picnic table was in disrepair and 

needed to be removed by the BCPS grounds crew.   

Reading/Innovation Night: 

It was great to see so many families here for our Reading/Innovation Night last week. The feedback from 

everyone who attended was overwhelming positive.  These great evening events cannot be made possible 

without the hard work of our staff.  Not only did they plan all of the stations and activities, but they gave up 

their own personal time to help with the activities.  One of the reasons Fort Garrison is such an amazing school 

is because of the dedicated and talented staff that work here. 

FIELD TRIP REMINDERS 

Many teachers plan enjoyable and enriching field trips for the spring months. Parents are reminded that in 

order to attend field trips with your children, you must have completed one of our volunteer trainings at 

school during this school year. Teachers check our master list of parent volunteers prior to allowing anyone to 

accompany their class on a trip. Trainings will not be held on the day of the trip. 

All parents attending trips are considered Fort Garrison parent volunteers. As volunteers, parents are in 

attendance to assist the children with their learning. Parent volunteers are expected to follow the schedule 

provided by the teachers and to follow school procedures. Smoking is not permitted on the trips. Upon 

arriving at school for the trip, parents are asked to park their cars on Woodvalley Drive, past the parking lot, 

and on the other streets in the area. Parents may not use the school parking lots or the bus loop as there will 

not be enough room for staff members to park their cars. Your assistance with these procedures is necessary 

for smooth and successful field trips. 

  

NO DOGS PLEASE 

 

Families are asked not to bring dogs on school property during arrival and dismissal. Dogs can be 

unpredictable when among over 350 students entering or exiting school. Also, many students have allergies or 

fears of dogs. For students’ safety and an orderly environment, please do not bring dogs to school. 

 

  

TRANSITION YEAR VERIFICATION 

  

Baltimore County Public Schools’ policy requires that all students transitioning from grade 5 to 6 and grade 8 to 

9 be required to re-verify residency prior to the start of the school year. Letters have been sent home to all 

grade 5 parents. Provisions for student enrollment and attendance are outlined in Board of Education Policy 

and Superintendent’s Rule 5150, STUDENTS: Enrollment and attendance. Failure to provide transition year 

residency verification will result in the withdrawal of your child. Thank you for your cooperation to ensure 

compliance with Baltimore County Public Schools’ Policy and Rule 5150. 
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PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR 

Are you planning to move your child to a different school for the 2017-18 school year?  If so, please 

contact the office at 410-887-1203. This information will assist us as we plan next year’s grade level 

organizations.   

 

BCPS ONE CARDS 

Student ID badges were given to each student at the beginning of the school year at no cost. Several have 

been broken over time, and replaced with no charge. Baltimore County Public Schools now has a policy that 

when a lanyard or plastic badge holder is broken, the student must pay $5.00 to replace the broken piece. 

Please send your child to the office with any broken badges and $5.00 for the replacement parts. 

 

LOST AND FOUND 

There are many valuable items collecting in the Fort Garrison Elementary School’s Lost & Found box. If your 

child is missing a coat, hat, pair of mittens, scarf, lunchbox, or other personal items, please check in the box 

located outside of the cafeteria. All items left unclaimed will be donated to a local charity in the spring. 

 

PTA PLANT SALE 

The PTA Plant Sale will be returning to school on Friday, May 12th just in time for Mother’s Day.  Beautiful potted 

plants and hanging baskets will be for sale and our prices remain the same as last year!  Costs:  4 1/2” pots are 

$2/each; 10” hanging baskets are $15/each.  Please be sure to place money you send with your child on May 

12th in an envelope or baggie marked with his or her name.  Change will be sent home.  Please try and send 

dollar bills vs. coins as this is a HUGE time saver. 

Every child will receive a plant compliments of the PTA.  Parents are invited after 2pm to purchase plants so 

that our students have the chance to choose first.   

 

STEM NEWS 

Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) Fair will be held on Friday, April 7th, 2017. Throughout the school 

year, students in the fourth and fifth grades learned about the Scientific Method. After learning about this 

process, all students were given the opportunity to compete in the Science Fair to further explore a 

phenomenon that particularly interested them. Students who have chosen to compete in the Science Fair 

have completed their projects at home and are very excited to share what they have learned!  

        *All projects must be turned in by 3:00 on Thursday, April 6th, 2017, in order to be considered for 

judging.  During the STEM fair, students will present their projects to two guest judges. These judges will judge 

each project by asking questions about the project to gauge the student/ group understanding of the 

process, design, and application of the experiment they conducted. To determine a winner, the judges will 

complete a scorecard for each project that reflects the specific categories mentioned above.  A project 

from both the fourth and fifth grade will be selected to represent our school at the Baltimore County STEM Fair. 
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The county STEM Fair will be held on Saturday, May 13th, 2017 at Parkville High School. Parents will be able to 

view the projects on Friday afternoon, May 12, from 3:00-3:30.  

If you have any questions about the STEM fair or about STEM in general, please feel free to contact me!  

Emily Gill  

egill@bcps.org  

Resources:  

http://www.stem.com/ 

http://www.livescience.com/43296-what-is-stem-education.html 

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_scientific_method.shtml 

https://www.homesciencetools.com/a/science-projects 

STEM Fair Viewing Schedule 

Friday, April 7th, 2017 

1:00- 1:15   3rd Grade 

1:15- 1:30   4th Grade 

1:30- 1:45   1st Grade 

1:45- 2:00   Kindergarten 

2:00- 2:15   2nd Grade 

2:50- 3:05   5th grade  

3:00 - 3:30   Parent Presentation 

Student projects will be due at school no later than 3:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 6th, 2017.  Judging will take 

place on Thursday morning.  Parent viewing of projects will take place Thursday afternoon, 3:00 -3:30, with the 

awards being announced on the afternoon announcements.  

 

STUDENT COUNCIL 

The last coin has been counted, and the results are in! Because we worked together, Our Pennies for Patients 

campaign was a big success. We raised $1, 176.31 toward helping the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society meet 

its goal of eliminating blood cancers forever. Thank you so much for helping and encouraging your child to 

participate in Pennies for Patients. 

Also, thanks to all the families who made a cheer bag.  They will be distributed to Sinai hospital in May. 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

A big thank you to our FGES community for contributing to our 2017 Scholastic Book Fair Profits. We sold over 

$3,000 in Scholastic books and products in just one week! Scholastic is giving us 50% back in Scholastic Dollars 

to purchase books for classrooms. This means we have $1,746.00 to spend for classrooms! 

mailto:egill@bcps.org
http://www.stem.com/
http://www.livescience.com/43296-what-is-stem-education.html
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_scientific_method.shtml
https://www.homesciencetools.com/a/science-projects
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FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT- MRS. CASE & MRS. STOJAK 

It’s almost here!  Students in Fourth and Fifth Grade will present a musical entitled, A Kid’s Life, on 

Tuesday, May 9th at 7:00PM.  Emails were sent two weeks ago with important information.  Contact Mrs. Case 

at scase@bcps.org if you have further questions.  

1Dates for the final two concerts of the year will be announced once the Board of Education meets to finalize 

the calendar for the end of the year. Grades that will perform in the last three weeks of school are 

Kindergarten, Third and Fifth.  Thanks for your patience! 

BCPS is again offering students in Fifth Grade or higher a low-cost, half-day music camp at the end of 

June.  It culminates in a performance at Oregon Ridge.  See the applications posted across from Mrs. Case’s 

room for more information. 

The music department continues to receive information about music camps and local performing 

ensembles.  Much of it is posted in the library hallway.  Feel free to contact Mrs. Case with questions about 

these opportunities. 

 

PE NEWS-MRS. GRAPES 

*SAVE THE DATE FOR FIELD DAY –FRIDAY JUNE 2nd *            K-2   9:30-11:30AM           3-5    1:30-3:30PM 

A sign up genius will be created soon and emailed so you can register to volunteer for this fun filled day. You 

can volunteer for just the morning or afternoon or you can help out all day! Just a reminder you must have 

completed the volunteer training in order to help that day. The rain date will be Monday, June 5th.  

Fitnessgram results will be sent home with the 3rd quarter report cards for 4th and 5th grade students. Over the 

last several months the students have participated in a variety of physical fitness tests to measure their current 

fitness levels. The point of these tests is to make students aware of their fitness level so they can recognize 

areas they excel in and perhaps see areas they can improve in for next year. We encourage the students to 

participate in a variety of movement activities at least 60 minutes every day to help improve these levels. 

Congratulations students for all your hard work while preparing for the tests and giving your all during the tests.  

You all should be very proud! 

 

ART ROOM NEWS 

Congratulations to Spencer E. in 4th grade and Talia V. in 1st grade for having their artwork selected to 

represent FGES at the annual BCPS art exhibit at the Baltimore Museum of Art. A reception for the artists will take 

place Sunday, April 30th from 1-4.  

 

STUDENT BANKING 

The following are the banking dates remaining for this year: 

April 21st  May 19th  June 9th 

 

mailto:scase@bcps.org
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LIBRARY NEWS- MRS. O’DONNELL 

 

April is School Library Month! Follow @FGESLibrary on Twitter to see examples of student learning in the library. 

Librarians across the country are using #slm17 to showcase how important school library programs are for our 

students. 

What We’re Learning In the Library 

This month in library has all been about RESEARCH, RESEARCH, RESEARCH! Kindergartners researched facts 

about author Ezra Jack Keats. First graders did research about goods, services, needs, and wants. Second 

graders have been learning about different animal habitats and third graders have been using their research 

about healthy habits to create Public Service Announcements. Fourth graders have been using evaluation 

skills to identify hoax websites. And after break, fifth graders will be using financial literacy skills and doing 

online research to plan a Virtual Vacation.  

Encourage your child to read over Spring Break! 

 

FROM THE HEALTH SUITE- MRS. CAULK 

Kindergarten registration:  If you missed our registration day, pick up a health packet in the 

office. Essential to registration are immunizations. All children need 4 DPT vaccines, 3 Polio 

vaccines, 3 Hepatitis B vaccines, and 2 MMRs and 2 Chickenpox after the first birth date (2 is 

a new requirement!). Be prepared to share medical and developmental history for your 

child. Spread the word to families new to FG! 

Fifth Grade Transition to Middle School: Parents of 5th grade students moving on to a BCPS 

middle school will be receiving forms to obtain an updated physical and dental exam. Return these forms to 

the middle school nurse.  New vaccine requirements for middle school include a Tdap booster and a 

meningitis vaccine by the time the student enters 7th grade. Parents may want to see that their student 

obtains these vaccines while they are getting the updated physical for 6th grade. 

Mud, blood and such: I would also ask that parents provide a change of clothing for each student, which can 

be kept in their locker. “Things happen” such as bloody noses, spilled drinks, mud, and not making it to the 

bathroom in time. Students feel so much better when they can change into their own clothing. Also, please 

make sure your children have secure shoes to run and play and climb. It’s quite a hardship to suffer a broken 

bone or sprained ankle just as the weather is nice enough to engage in sports and outside play once again. 

Springtime Allergies: Spring really is here! For some that means making sure to take those prescribed 

medications that prevent a miserable day of stuffy noses, irritated eyes, and itchy skin, or worse, asthma and 

breathing troubles. Parents please pay close attention to these needs as you send your children off to school 

in the morning. Doctor orders and an inhaler at school can be helpful for those with more significant asthma. 
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER- MRS. LEPLEY 

  During the month of April, our counseling lessons are focused on 

Emotional Regulation. Ask your student what they are learning when I 

visit their classroom and check their folder for more information.  

 This May, I would love to host a Career Day at Fort Garrison. Last year, 

we hosted 15 parents who came to share information about their 

career with our students. If you are interested in sharing your time and 

career information with our students, please email me at 

clepley@bcps.org and we can start planning this exciting event! 

 Book Club for Parents: 

The first official Parent Book Club was a success! We read the book How to Raise An Adult: Break Free of the 

Overparenting Trap and Prepare Your Kid for Success and we really enjoyed it! I highly recommend this book 

as a summer read for you if you are looking for ideas to increase your child’s independence, resilience, and 

ability to cope with life in general and all that comes their way. It was a book that has changed my thinking 

about parenting my own kids in so many great ways!! 

If you missed out on this first book club and want to join the next one, we will be reading:  

Unselfie: Why Empathetic Kids Succeed in Our All About Me World by Michelle Borba. We will start reading this 

book after Spring Break and will have meetings scheduled at night, via computer (video chat) so that you 

can participate from home and there is no need for a sitter! Please email me to let me know if you would like 

to participate in this next book club. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

     Thanks for all that you do to support the school counseling program here at Fort Garrison!  

Kate Lepley        

clepley@bcps.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:clepley@bcps.org
mailto:clepley@bcps.org


 

8 

 

 



 

9 

 

 

 

 



 

10 

 

 

 



 

11 

 

 

 


